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“C” - KO3EA. South Korean Pouular Discontent Increases with Imxoved Mi l l t a rp  - Si tua t ion .  --- Ambassador Muccio reports  t h a t ,  aa the mi l i t a ry  s i t u a t i o n  has 
improved, poFular discontent with t h e  extraordinary mert ia l  law which has 
been i n  e r f o c t  throughout South Korea since 7 December 
ROK Government has boan forced gradually, and apparently re luctant ly ,  t o  
l i f t  mart ia l  lap: on Chsju Island and i n  the f i v e  southernmost provinces where 
immediate danger obviously no longer ex i s t s .  Excepted a reas  a r e  c e r t a i n  

t a r y  bases the Government claims t h a t  these two c i t i e s  require  special 
protectfon against  f i f t h  column ac t iv i ty .  1 
COIJMERTt P:hile t h i s  is Muociofs f i r s t  cable i n  some time r e l a t i v e  to’popular  
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  with the South Korean Govarnment ,I t h a t  
the f;overnment’s a r b i t r a v  and d i c t a t o r i a l  ways have aroused opposition !mong 
the  peop1.e and i n  t h e  Fational Assembly, 
unpopular measures as the  Government’s mart ia l  law has and will continue t o  
r e f l e c t  UN mi l i t a ry  successes and f a i l u r e s .  

has increaeed. The 
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"Br BELGIUM, Communist8 Sabotage Postal C o d c a t i o n s  with Belstian 
Korean Volunteers, According t o  the head of the o d t t e e  urging 
c iv i l ian  support far the Belgian contingent t o  Korea, the Belgian 
Communists have thus f EC effectively sabotaged ooamrmnications between 
the volunteer8 in Korea and their femilies, The Cannrmniats have in- 
f i l t r a t e d  the Ministry af Canrmunications so that  let ters have been 
burned by C d s t - i n f l u e n c e d  postmen and packages t o  the troops 
i n  Korea have been pilfered aff the ships, The Belgian public and 
press have remained s i l en t  due t o  t h e  reluctanoe of the Minister d 
Crhmrmnications and currently Acting Prime lrgjnirter Seegers t o  admit 
this state of affairs i n  hi8 Ministry. 
GOWNTr This is the firs$ indieafion if the present extenti c& 
Communist i n f i l t r a t ion  in the Ministry of canmnicationa. Cammiat 
influence i n  the Government's Wnis t r les  i s  believed t o  have become 
negl5gible following the ixnediate pootwar period. E C c a m u d s t  
sabotage ac t iv i t i e s  have been a8 succes@ a8 indicated for the 
more than four months that  Belgian t r ~ o p s  have been in Korea, it 
seem6 highly unlikely tha t  theeeituation has not been leaked t o  the 
press. Furthermore, Seegerls reluotaace t o  take action does not 
deem plausible in view of the Government's aggressive a n t i - C m a t  
canmgn, which includes the diemiseal of Government employee6 ac%%Vely 
combining Communi s t  act ivi t iea  with the i r  Government positions. 
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7 KOREB. ROK Interest  i n  Extending Administration N o r a  of the 38th. 
Ambassador Austin has learned from UN SOUFCBB of a recent cell paid b'y the  
ROK Prime Minister t o  the Turkish ahairman of UmCURK (Unlted Nations 
Comission for the Unification and Rehabilitation Qf Korea). 
Minister inquired re lat ive t o  UNCURKrs podt ion  on the question of admlni- 
atering North Korean t e r r i t o ry  whiah may be l iberated i n  the futime,and he 
ecxpressed the wish that  UNCURK would agree that the ROK has the r i g h t  t o  
appofnt local administrators and t o  inaure public order through the use of 
ROK police. The Chalrman was non-oommittal but took the 
liberated areas rJhouM be under military administration. 

of renewed ROIC i n t e re s t  i n  administering liberated North Korean terr i tory,  
The Prime Minister's 3quiry is a furthex indication of the ROK Covernm&ts 
determination t o  eradicate the 38th Parallel as a po l i t i ca l  boundary and t o  
extend i ts  authoritg t o  the Y a l a  River. 

The Prime 

COMMENT: A aimilar problem arose when 
This is the first notice t h i s  year, however, 
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